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1 Peter 4:1-6 Flesh & Spirit, Part 2
The Rest of the Time in the Flesh

Series Overview
The power of Christ's resurrection is in the Spirit, the ministry of the church to his glory is in the Spirit, the power 

of the temporal and eternal victory of the elect is in the Spirit. The Spirit is God and it is Christ's spirit at work. In 

1st Peter we will look at suffering in the flesh and in the spirit, while remembering weekly that the resurrection is 

our assurance that we too will be resurrected bodily and spiritually to be united with God forever someday.

Purpose
To delve into the tension between flesh and spirit in terms of victory, suffering, and daily living through the difficult 

texts in 1 Peter. 

Recap
Last week we tackled the difficult texts of 1 Peter 3:18-22, reminding us that “Christ is at work in the Spirit”. While 

the interpretation of these scriptures are arguable the Gospel within it was very clear, and we were able to 

challenge the hearers to examine their baptism and to follow in baptism for the Lord’s sake.

Intro
With the work of the Spirit of Christ confirmed we now look at the “rest of the time in the flesh”. The contrast of a 

life of sin now turned from and its consequences of living this life in view of nonbelievers. The judge will be the 

same, and while all have breath salvation remains.

Text: 1 Peter 4:1-6
4:1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has 

suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human 

passions but for the will of God. 3 For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in 

sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry.4 With respect to this they are 

surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; 5 but they will give 

account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to 

those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God 

does.
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Conclusion
The advocacy of Christ with his propitiating blood our payment in full is our ONLY hope. We are not redeemed 

and then transported to heaven. We are commissioned to live our lives on mission for the glory of God. Because it 

is a true statement that all men will face eternal reckoning and we are the agents in history heralding teh only way 

of escape and allegiance to the righteous judge who is King.


