
Matthew 18:15-20 Ekklesia, Part 2
“Church Authority”

Series Overview
We will begin our march toward Springing Up 2013 by simply looking at the “ekklesia” of the New Testament. With 
its brief appearance in the Gospel of Matthew to its profound place in Revelation 2 & 3. This is a basic literal 
introductory series to give foundation to the more illustrative and practical teachings on the church that will follow

Purpose
21 weeks (23 sermons) are ahead of us and our goal is to have a church covenant penned and the doctrines of 
the church properly introduced by Springing Up 2013. I am hoping to complete 3 different series in this time 
including: The Church in the Bible (ekklesia), Terms for the Church (body, bride, family, people of God, saints), 
and Rhythm of Life (Labor and Rest)

Recap (previous intro)
The first occurrence of the word church is found in Matthew 16. It is connected to Peter’s famous response to 
Jesus’s question, “Who do you say that I am?” We will begin our look at The Church in the Bible as Christ 
declares that it will be established upon Peter, his God given confession, that fulfills the commission and conquers 
the domain of death.

Intro
In its second appearance the word Ekklesia appears within the context of temptation, sin, and discipline. Without 
the assembly, there is no "church discipline" and without discipline there is not a Christian church. The Christian 
church is the authoritative Gospel agent and its purity is tantamount to its power to stand giants the gates of 
hades.

Text: Matthew 18:15-20
15 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 
have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge 
may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, 
I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for 
them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them."

 Outline
Sin (and being sinned against... not in the original manuscripts)
! v8-9 severity of OUR sin (AND the severity of being the cause of temptation because of our sin)
! 7:1-5 specks and logs
! “brother”- implies all parties in context are aware of indwelling sin and attempting to mortify it, fully understanding 
! its severity, including the severity of leading others in temptation. All are log bearers. Then when do we apply 
! Matthew 18? When the trespass is truly (by all necessary means of discernment and observation) a ‘one-sided’ 
! offense
Repentance (non-repentance) the key to the process
! v16 cf: Deuteronomy 19:15 2 witnesses
The Church- Ekklesia- Called out ones (assembly)
! Binding and Loosing
! ! NOT binding the devil- extra biblical- as foolish as Peter brandishing his sword at Gethsemane 
! ! ! (Ray Stedman)
! Authority of the church
! ! bound in sin
! ! released from sin
! ! Cf: John 20:23- forgiveness of sins
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Conclusion: Matthew 18:21-22 “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him?…"

Cf:	  
Luke	  7:3-‐4
3	  Pay	  attention	  to	  yourselves!	  If	  your	  brother	  sins,	  rebuke	  him,	  and	  if	  he	  repents,	  forgive	  him,
4	  and	  if	  he	  sins	  against	  you	  seven	  times	  in	  the	  day,	  and	  turns	  to	  you	  seven	  times,	  saying,	  'I	  repent,'	  you	  
must	  forgive	  him."
Matthew	  6:14-‐15
14	  For	  if	  you	  forgive	  others	  their	  trespasses,	  your	  heavenly	  Father	  will	  also	  forgive	  you,	  15	  but	  if	  you	  
do	  not	  forgive	  others	  their	  trespasses,	  neither	  will	  your	  Father	  forgive	  your	  trespasses.
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